2018 ACN Board and Staff

WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER

David S. Cohen, Vice Chair
Drexel University School of Law, PA
Ravina Daphtary, Treasurer
All* Above All, PA
Julianna Gonen, Secretary
National Center for Lesbian Rights, DC
Kwajelyn Jackson, Executive
Member at Large
Feminist Women’s Health Center, GA
Amelia Bonow
#ShoutYourAbortion, WA
Kim F. Chiz
Allentown Women’s Center, PA
Tammi Kromenaker
Red River Women’s Clinic, ND
Kenya Martin
Houston Women’s Clinic, TX
Monica R. McLemore
The Women’s Options Center at
Zuckerberg San Francisco General, CA
Jen Moore Conrow
PEACE, PA
Molly Rampe Thomas
Choice Network, OH
Mercedes Sanchez
Cedar River Clinics, WA
Terri-Ann Thompson
Ibis Reproductive Health, MA
Nikki Madsen, Executive Director
Abortion Care Network, MN
Erin Grant, Deputy Director
Abortion Care Network, PA
Sarah Parr, Operations Manager
Abortion Care Network, MN
Mia Peake, Project Manager
Abortion Care Network, TN
Alex Perez-Puelles, Membership
Associate, Abortion Care Network, TX
Jennifer Price, Membership
Sustainability Officer,
Abortion Care Network, IA

network

Andrea Ferrigno, Co-Chair
Whole Woman’s Health, TX
Dallas Schubert, Co-Chair
Preterm, OH

Abortion Care Network supports
independent, community-based abortion
care providers to ensure they are able to
provide excellent care to the individuals,
families, and communities they serve.
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the uncertain future of Roe
By Nikki Madsen, Executive Director, Abortion Care Network

This year my grandmother, Edna, would have turned 100. And although she passed
away 11 years ago, she is by my side every day in this work. She was a strong
Midwestern woman with a laugh that would fill the room. She escaped a violent
childhood home and managed to raise five children after the sudden death of her
husband in a car accident. She also had an unsafe, “back alley” abortion prior to
1973, when the US Supreme Court legalized abortion with the historic Roe v. Wade
decision. Her abortion left her hospitalized in a place where the staff refused to care
for her—with the exception of one nurse who saved her life.
I work at Abortion Care Network because I want every single person who seeks an
abortion to receive the care my grandmother deserved but did not get because of
unjust laws, her income, and her zip code. I want everyone to have access to the type
of compassionate and skilled
care that people receive at our
member clinics.
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Yet, here we are, 45 years after
Roe was decided, still fighting to
ensure the human right to bodily
autonomy. In fact, it’s possible
within the next year or two, Roe
v. Wade could be overturned,
leaving the decision of whether
to legalize abortion to the states.
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Source: Center for Reproductive Rights
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If Roe is overturned, state bans
could leave an estimated 25
million women of reproductive age in at least twenty-two states without access to legal
abortion care. People living in the Midwest, West Mountain States and South will be the
hardest hit by this extremism (see map).

Jennifer Thibodeau, Communications
Director, Abortion Care Network, ME

This is a defining moment of our time, and ACN is preparing for a future where abortion
may no longer be a constitutional right in the United States. We are committed to our
clinic sustainability work and to ensuring the well-being of our member clinics, no
matter where they are located.

Rebecca Willman,Membership
Director, Abortion Care Network, NC

However, we cannot do this work without your support and on-the-ground help.
Continued on next page
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Meet ACN’s New Staff!
Alex Perez-Puelles joined ACN on
September 14th as a Membership
Associate. Alex is based in Austin, TX
and is a former Operations Coordinator
for Funders Committee for Civic
Participation - a membership based
non-profit. Alex brings a tremendous
amount of event planning, operations
experience, and a contagious smile to
her new role as Membership Associate.
Alex is the extra support that ACN and
its members need to stay focused on
providing dignified and exceptional
care. ACN is proud to be able to offer
increased membership support, and
prioritize the interpersonal quality of the
network.
Mia Peake joined ACN staff September
24th as the Project Manager, Mia is a
southerner at heart, joining ACN from
member clinic CHOICES - Memphis
Center for Reproductive Health, in
Tennessee. Mia started discovering her
passion for reproductive health, rights,
and justice as an intern in at Feminist
Women’s Health Center in Atlanta and
has been instrumental in assisting
the midwifery and PREP programs at
CHOICES. Mia brings both program
management and a laser focus on
reproductive justice framework to her
role at ACN.
Jennifer Price joined ACN staff on
October 8th as the Membership
Sustainability Officer. Jennifer is based
in Iowa City, IA and is the former
Co-Director of ACN member, Emma
Goldman Clinic. Jennifer comes to ACN
after being the administrator at an
independent abortion clinic for over
twenty years. Jennifer has a strong
skill set in financial management and
organizational development. ACN
is proud to look no further than its
members for the expertise and solutions
that indie providers need for the future.
Jennifer and Mia will be working
on a new program at ACN, the
R.I.S.E program, which assists with
contraceptive access at ACN member
clinics.

The Uncertain Future of Roe, Continued

There are 36 governors and countless state representatives up for election; these are the
officials who will likely decide whether or not abortion continues to be legal in your state if
Roe v. Wade is overturned. While national policies remain crucial, ACN wants to remind you
to focus on your community and your state first.
Do you know if or how your city council is involved in the work to support local clinics? Do
fake women’s health centers that provide false and harmful information about abortion
receive tax dollars in your state? Are all of your friends and family members registered to
vote? Do you volunteer for your local abortion fund?
This is an ALL-IN moment. It’s vital that we vote anti-abortion representatives out of office
and replace them with policy makers who will protect reproductive rights, veto antiabortion legislation, and reverse bans on abortion and abortion coverage.
The work you do on the ground, in your state, to get out the vote for this November 6th has
never been more vital.
We know that abortion shouldn’t be about politics, it’s about people. People like my
grandmother Edna. And I’m sure when you think about why ensuring abortion rights is so
important to you, you may also think of the people who you love who have received or may
someday need access to this necessary and vital care.
Who will you honor with your vote this November 6th?

R.I.S.E. – Radical Indie Support Expansion Project
As you may know, more than 60% of all abortions in the United States are provided by
independent abortion care providers (Indies). Indies are a gateway for access to not only
abortion, but often contraceptive counseling, education, and comprehensive reproductive
health care referrals and provision. Sustainable access to contraceptive methods is vital to
insure all people have control over their reproductive health. And Indies play an essential role
to ensuring people have access to that care.
Unfortunately, many Indies are unable to provide a full spectrum of contraceptive methods
to their patients because of financial, legal, operational, and regulatory challenges. Indies face
restrictions and challenges everyday, and ACN is growing to meet these unique challenges
with its members and ACN’s newest member program, R.I.S.E.
The Radical Indie Support Expansion project tackles the barriers Indies face through
data collection, financial supports, and professional development programming. Over the
next year ACN will be collecting data to inform recommendations about how these shared
challenges can be resolved for the overall health of Indie clinics and their communities. ACN’s
ultimate goal is to ensure that Indies are able to provide a wide-range of contraceptives, no
matter the financial, legal, or regulatory landscape. ACN is committed to our members and
ensuring that Indies are able to provide consistent, cost effective reproductive health services.
ACN welcomes Project Manager Mia Peake and Membership Sustainability Officer Jennifer
Price with over 20 years of combined of knowledge in reproductive health programs,
operations, and clinic experience. We are excited to expand our team to tackle the barriers
that Indies face, leading with ACN members, mission, and values.

ACN Staff (left to right) back row: Jennifer Thibodeau, Nikki Madsen, Erin Grant, Jennifer Price
Front row: Mia Peake, Rebecca Willman, Sarah Parr, Alex Perez-Puelles
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Patients Need Care they can trust
The past summer, the Supreme Court ruled against transparency in the NIFLA
v Becerra decision and granted fake health centers permission to deceive
patients. With only 800 abortion clinics remaining in the United States and
more than 4,000 fake women’s health centers, it was already difficult for
people to access legitimate reproductive health care services where they live
and work. But with this ruling, it will become even harder for people to know
the difference between a fake center and a community-based abortion care
provider.
Everyone deserves accurate information and health care they can trust, no
matter what decision they make about pregnancy.
Independent abortion care providers are motivated by a deep respect for
their patients’ dignity and autonomy, and that means they are committed to
providing patients with unbiased, medically accurate information.
Fake clinics, on the other hand, attempt to delay access to abortion care
—either by misdirecting patients from legitimate clinics or by giving them
incorrect information about their pregnancy to force them beyond the
window of time when they can legally access abortion care. These delays
and misinformation can also threaten the health and safety of patients with
wanted pregnancies.
We must demand better of any center that claims to serve pregnant
people.
Independent clinics and their patients are particularly vulnerable to fake
clinics, because fake clinics rely on misleading information—including
mimicking the names of independent clinics—to get clients through their
doors. To a degree, they are able to do this because independent clinics often
lack visibility and name recognition. While every reproductive health care
provider is under attack right now, independent clinics—which typically
funnel every cent into patient care and can rarely afford communications,
outreach, or organizing staff—are left with few defenses.
It’s important that people get to know the independent clinics in our
communities. Fake clinics can’t trick people into walking through their doors
if everyone knows about their local independent clinic.
Misinformation about abortion is dangerous. It keeps people from getting
the care they need, when they need it, regardless of what decision they make
about pregnancy. It’s time to expose fake clinics for what they are.
For more information and to take action, visit
www.abortioncarenetwork.org/EndAbortionDeception

Summit Medical Associates

Strong, Adaptive and Effective
Similar to many of our member clinics,
Abortion Care Network has long identified
as a “small but mighty” organization. As of
three years ago, our membership was almost
exclusively clinics east of the Mississippi and
we only had a single staff person responding
to their many needs.
But it’s been a busy few years of growth.
With your support, we have been able to
expand our team, better serve our members
and more deeply center our work in our
values, which include: undoing racism,
analyzing power, listening, acting, leadership,
intersectional analysis and building
connections.
Today, we are 99 clinics strong. And we
have expanded our community of allies
(researchers, advocates, abortion funds, etc.),
from 26 organizations to more than 70. This
growth is creating impact in communities
across 48 states and has allowed us to build
deeper connections movement-wide.
A vital piece of ACN programming is
the ability to constantly adapt to the
individualized needs of our members. In
the last several years, creative and flexible
programs have been our priority: we are
focused on clinic sustainability, professional
development and well-being supports for
clinic leadership and frontline staff.
As we grow, so does the awareness of the
depth of challenges that Indies face and how
even more critical independent providers
are to ensuring abortion access in the United
States.
Our current membership has made it clear,
our growth has taken us from “small but
mighty” to “strong, adaptive and effective.” We
look forward to our continued growth as we
strive toward our collective vision of ensuring
that everyone has equal and just access to
dignified and exceptional abortion care.

Abortion Provider Appreciation Day
March 10, 2019

Abortion Care Network’s 11th Anniversary
February 5, 2019

46th Anniversary of Roe V. Wade
January 22, 2019

$5,000 Matching Grant

Give To The Max Day
November 15, 2018

State, Local, and Federal Races - Please Vote!

Election Day

November 6, 2018

Save These Dates!
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Abortion Care Network
P.O. Box 16323
Minneapolis, MN 55416

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Give To The Max is a 24-hour giving
extravaganza where donors come together to support
nonprofits that inspire them. We hope ACN is one of
the nonprofits you choose to support this year! You
can donate on November 15, 2018, or schedule your
donation as early as November 1, 2018.

Visit giveMN.org and search for
Abortion Care Network to donate.

We have a $5,000 matching grant!
That means your tax-deductible gift to ACN will be matched dollar-for-dollar up
to $5,000 between now and November 15th, 2018.

